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(COSTUME OF THE COUNTRY

or poople of a certain age and/or geographical per-
suasion, weslern wear can pose & problem. lsn't
tials shuff kind of an affectation In my {admitbedly
extreme) case, sven the imnocent Levi's at some
polat Im my life began to seem fraught with unwant.
ed meaning, more semiobogy tham trowsers, Then
ane day you get off the plans in a place lko
Billimgs, Montana, and everyons's wearing hat-
jeans-and-boots, and you begin to think i's time to

adopt the custom of the country.

Here is a social observation re joans that may bo
comferting to some: Arthully faded denim matters

much more fo Maribero
men and schoolgirks than to people who

nice if you have time lo break thom In, but sew boots beat no
boots—you aren't going to walk far im them,

In the delicate matter of hats: Got one. In summer nobody will
think i odd for you to woar one of those bright white tes-gallon
straw models. The troable is, yow may find it odd, insuppartably so.
Probably better to spend four times as moch on o Stetson with a
relatively low crown and narrower—but s2ill uptumed—brim,

Thus arrayed, you discover that you are merely wearing
the national costume of your couniry, as distinctive as Lapland-
o5’ loggings and recognlzable sround the world, What's sa
wreng aboart thotT You may even realize that in your beart
It's what you've wanted to wear all your |ife.

The bruth s, this gark does
spoak to us im o languags heavy
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ON THE RANGE
Helem Mackay complains that
“socsely it w0 parancid aboul
danger that seon nobedy s
going to e abke to experience
anything." Luckily, that has
mob yet overtaken the private
catthe and horse ranches in
Montama and Wyoming that
wit have tracked dawn. Turn
to page 161 for details about

sopaums working in the saddle.

For weather infarmaltian, ses
Travel Plaiser, page 178,

and your horse part company, new [eans
are more likedy to go with yow. The tradi-
tiomal brands, Lovi's and Wrangler,
provall aroand the ranch, with Wrangler
a faverite of rodeo riders because the
manufacterer spends a lot of money on
the sport,

You might think that a pair of hiking
boots or sneakers woald do for a few
days in the saddls, bt they won't You
mead cowhoy boots and may in fact nat
b allowed bo rde withoat them. Nok es-
trich-skin needle-nosed numbers, just
something with & narmmow toe, smoath,
preferably leather soles so as not o get
umg up in the stirmep, and heels. Fairdy
low-heeled hoots are commaondy seen. A
few brands are available nationally, of
codirse, bart clothimg stores in tho West
have racks and racks of the things. H's
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our national imagination—is mol
a small question, As it happens,
you can fimd an axcellent place to
ponder it mol far from soutiwest-
erm Montana: the Buffako Bill His-
tarical Center, in Cody, Wyoming.
Despite the alarming name, this
Institution s truly worth o joar-
mey. Buifale Bill's memarabilia,
relics of early ranch Ele, and an
extensive collection of western
arl provide & window on the
mythelogiziag of the West. But
the altimate atirsction bere is
Ithe wing devated o the Plains In-
dians, a magnificent collection of
tools, weapons, clofhing, and
shelters that reveals the beauty
of the cultere that the mncher—
20 recenthy——replaced. =R.T.
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